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If you ever find yourself in need of styling multiple controls in your project you have noticed that individually modifying the
css is very time consuming. A quicker way would be to copy the ASP.NET code and paste it where ever it is heeded - still
quite time consuming. A better way to do this would be using ASP.NET theme's. This article will demonstrate how to add
a theme to an ASP.NET GridView control.

Themes are basically a folder that can contain images, css files, and skin files as well as whatever else you might want.
To add themes to your website simply right click on your parent website in your solution explorer and select "Add
ASP.NET Folder" > "Theme". This creates an App_Themes directory in your website. Then every child folder under
App_Themes is it's own individually styled theme.

Within the App_Themes, | created a folder called AGRC. Now | have a theme titled AGRC. | then created an AGRC.skin
file, an AGRC.css file, and a folder called images.

Inside my images folder | added a purple gradient GIF file. Then, within the AGRC.css file | created a style called
GridView_Header.

This is the css entry.

.GridView_Header
{
background-color: #4A3673;
font-weight: bold;
font-size: 9pt;
color: white;
font-family: Verdana, Sans-Serif, Arial;
background-image: url(images/purple-gradient-30x1.gif);
background-repeat: repeat-x;

}

Then in the .skin file | added this entry.

<asp:GridView runat="server" CellPadding="4" ForeColor="#333333" GridLines="None">
<HeaderStyle CssClass="GridView_Header" ForeColor="#FFFFFF" HorizontalAlign="left" Height="22px"/>
<RowsStyle BackColor="#f1f1f1" HorizontalAlign="left" Font-Names="Tahoma" Font-Size="Small"/>
<EditRowStyle BackColor="#CCCCCC" />
<SelectedRowStyle BackColor="#CCCCCC" Font-Bold="false" ForeColor="#333333" />
<PagerStyle ForeColor="Black" HorizontalAlign="Center" />
<FooterStyle BackColor="#507CD1" Font-Bold="True" ForeColor="White" />
<AlternatingRowStyle BackColor="White" />
</asp:GridView>

Finally, | added a line to my web.config file to tell it what theme to use.

<system.web>
<pages theme="AGRC"/>
</system.web>

Now every GridView control that | use will use this style if EnableThemeing = true (which it does by default). If | wanted to
have multiple themes for the GridView the gridview control has a property called SkinID where you can specify which
theme to use.
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